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research and cancer treatment in the metro-
politan area. Most of all, I appreciate the fact 
that these players understand they’re setting 
examples for young boys and girls all across 
Chicago, as well as the country. You’re set-
ting the example that serving something 
greater than yourself is important in life; 
coming together as a team is a heck of a lot 
more important and satisfying than worrying 
about your own batting average or your own 
ERA. 

And so here we are in the White House, 
Jerry, honoring the great Chicago White Sox. 
I’m proud to be with you. God bless your 
championship and God continue to bless the 
country. 

Paul Konerko. Mr. President, on behalf 
of our organization and all the fans on the 
South Side and all over the world, we want 
to present you with this jersey and jacket. 

The President. I thought you were going 
to give me a loan. [Laughter] 

Jermaine Dye. And also, we know deep 
down you probably wish this was a Houston 
Astros jacket. [Laughter] 

The President. Now wait a minute—— 
Mr. Dye. Hopefully this will do. 
Mr. Konerko. Thanks for having us here 

today. 
The President. Actually it was a Texas 

Rangers jacket. [Laughter] 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Jerry Reinsdorf, chairman, Harold 
Baines, bench coach, Eddie Einhorn, vice chair-
man, Ken Williams, general manager, Ed Farmer, 
radio broadcaster, Roland Hemond, executive ad-
viser to the general manager, Ozzie Guillen, man-
ager, Jermaine Dye, outfielder, and Paul Konerko, 
first baseman, Chicago White Sox; Robert A. 
DuPuy, president and chief operating officer, 
Major League Baseball; Mayor Richard B. Daley 
of Chicago, IL; and Sammy Sosa, outfielder, Balti-
more Orioles. 

Remarks Honoring the University of 
Texas at Austin 2005 NCAA Football 
Champions 
February 14, 2006 

The President. Please be seated, except 
for you guys up there. [Laughter] Welcome 
to the White House. January 4, 2006, is a 

day that a lot of Texas fans will never forget. 
I called one of those Texas fans, who shall 
remain anonymous. I said, ‘‘How was it?’’ He 
said, ‘‘That game was the greatest day in my 
life.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Well, how about 
your wedding?’’ [Laughter] He said, ‘‘Yes, 
that too.’’ [Laughter] 

I want to welcome Mack and Sally Brown 
here. Congratulations, Coach, for doing 
something that—leading this group of great 
athletes to a victory that made a lot of Texans 
proud. I know you made a person you admire 
proud, and a fellow who I wish were here 
today, but he’s not, and that’s Coach Darrell 
Royal. We send Coach Royal our—we send 
him our very best, and you’re following in 
his footsteps. You know, you’ve learned 
something about the press, in all due respect 
to those that are here—[laughter]—they 
tend to underestimate people sometimes— 
[laughter]—because I remember they start-
ed calling you ‘‘Mr. February.’’ Well, today, 
Mack, you’re giving February—the title ‘‘Mr. 
February’’ a whole new meaning. This Feb-
ruary you brought the national champs to the 
White House. 

As you can see, you’ve brought out a lot 
of folks here to the South Lawn. We’ve never 
had quite a celebration this big here, and it’s 
because there’s a lot of Texas fans living here 
in Washington. But we’ve got some of the 
university officials with us. Mr. President, 
Bill Powers, it’s good to see you, sir. I appre-
ciate you coming, and your wife, Kim. It’s 
good to see Mark Yudof and Judy, as well 
as Samara. Good to see you all again. I see 
the members of the board of regents, James 
Huffines and Rita Clements, and other mem-
bers of the board. Thank you for being here. 
DeLoss Dodds, I appreciate you doing a 
fine—there he is. Hi, DeLoss. Yes, sir. 

I want to congratulate the coaching staff. 
One of the members of the staff has had an 
influence on my life. I might ask him to come 
up here—Mad Dog. My body is what it is 
today because of Mad Dog. [Laughter] I ap-
preciate you. He told me once—he said, ‘‘If 
you ever make it to Washington, I promise 
you, Mr. President-to-be, I’m coming up 
there with a team of champions.’’ And he 
did. Congratulations. I didn’t know you 
owned a suit. [Laughter] 

Jeff Madden. I had to get one made. 
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The President. I didn’t know they had one 
big enough. [Laughter] 

But Jeff is—— 
Audience members. Oh. [Laughter] 
The President. One reason the mighty 

Horns are here is because they were in good 
shape, and they were tough, and they were 
in good condition. And the reason they were 
was because of Jeff Madden and his belief 
in them as athletes and his willingness to 
work hard to get them in shape. And so you 
guys keep listening to him. 

I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who are with us today. We appreciate 
you being here. I want to thank the Members 
of Congress—Senator Hutchison is a huge 
Texas fan—as well as Members of the House 
of Representatives. Thank you all for being 
here to welcome this great football team. Get 
back to work here quickly. [Laughter] 

Mack can tell you what it takes to win, 
but one thing it takes is a team of great ath-
letes playing together. That’s how you win 
national championships. I suspect it’s the dif-
ference between showing up and, you know, 
winning all but two and showing up and win-
ning them all, is that people figured out how 
to put something greater than themselves on 
the line—in this case, the University of Texas 
football team. This was a team that—great 
power, great finesse. They were real quick. 

But the thing that impressed me about the 
team and—you know, we can follow you here 
in Washington, DC, just as well as we can 
follow you in Crawford—is that this team 
never seemed—that they never figured out 
the word ‘‘lose.’’ It never entered their vocab-
ulary. Every time they walked on the field, 
you knew they were going to win. And per-
haps one of the reasons why is because they 
were winners off the field as well. 

I’m impressed by Ahmard Hall, who’s the 
fullback. Where is Ahmard? There he is. I 
don’t know if you know this or not, but he 
was a United States marine. Once a marine, 
always a marine. He served in Afghanistan 
and Kosovo. He entered the University of 
Texas on the GI bill. He’s not only a fine 
blocker—you need to get him to Baltimore— 
[laughter]—he started something called 
‘‘Momma Bear Cares,’’ which sends packages 
to our troops overseas. Congratulations on 

being a great player, but more importantly, 
a great citizen. 

Mike Garcia is with us. Where’s Mike? 
There he is. I’m glad we’re on the same side. 
[Laughter] Mike was involved in the Chil-
dren’s Miracle Network last spring. I take it 
you weren’t a wide receiver. The point is, 
is that this guy was good in the trenches of 
football, and he’s good in the trenches of life 
by supporting people who need our help. 

We’ve got some other—I don’t know if you 
want to call them ‘‘big uglies’’ or not—but 
Kasey Studdard and Neale Tweedie and 
David Thomas. Where are those guys? Come 
on up here. The reason these three guys are 
here—Will Allen was supposed to be with 
them, but I think he missed the flight. Slept 
in—[laughter]—or study hall. [Laughter] 
These fellas took time out of their lives to 
go to the Austin Children’s Hospital to bring 
some joy into a kid’s life. You might have 
frightened them when they first saw you. 
[Laughter] But my point to you is, is that 
a championship football team is made up of 
people of character and decency. 

One final athlete I want to recognize is, 
of course, Vince Young, the great quarter-
back who—[applause]. 

Head Coach Mack Brown. They didn’t 
bring his suit. 

The President. Oh, that’s all right; he 
doesn’t need a suit. [Laughter] 

Mr. Brown. He was supposed to bring 
it—forgot. 

The President. Yes, you can borrow a tie. 
[Laughter] I think Vince will tell you that 
the reason he got to where he is today is 
because of his teammates. One reason why 
Vince got to where he is, as well, is because 
he understands that the role of a star is to 
put something back in the community into 
which you were raised. I was impressed by 
his being involved in a program called LEAP, 
which means, ‘‘learn, enjoy, and play.’’ It’s 
basically a chance for somebody like Vince 
to go in and say to some other—to a young 
child, ‘‘Here’s what it takes to succeed in 
life.’’ It’s called mentoring. And all these ath-
letes, whether they know it or not, are men-
toring by the way they behave, by the exam-
ple they set for young kids all across Texas 
and all across the country. 
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I want to congratulate Coach and Sally for 
setting the examples they’ve set for these 
players. They’re instrumental in what’s called 
the Rise School in Austin. It’s a school that 
helps infants and toddlers and preschool chil-
dren with developmental disabilities. They’re 
very much involved with the Capital Cam-
paign for the Helping Hands in Austin. They, 
like these players, are good citizens. 

I also want to say congratulations to the 
coach for not only being a good—having a 
good football team, being able to raise these 
young men to butt heads harder than the 
other ones around the country, but nearly 
half the team earned a spot on the UT ath-
letic director’s honor roll for posting a 3.0 
grade point average last fall. 

This team won a lot of football games and 
won the national championship, but of the 
32 seniors on the team, 28 will have earned 
their degrees by the end of this summer— 
and one of those, who hasn’t quite earned 
it yet, made a promise to his mother. And 
Vince, I’d suggest you honor that promise 
to your mother—[laughter]—and get your 
degree by the end of this summer, which I 
know he will. 

All in all, we’re honored to have a great 
group of individuals, people who brought 
great pride to our State and pride to a great 
university. Welcome to Washington. Con-
gratulations to the national champs, the Uni-
versity of Texas. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Darrell Royal, former head coach, 
University of Texas at Austin football team; Wil-
liam Powers, Jr., president, University of Texas 
at Austin, and his wife, Kim Heilbrun; Mark G. 
Yudof, chancellor, University of Texas System, his 
wife, Judy, and his daughter, Samara; James R. 
Huffines, chairman, and Rita C. Clements, vice 
chairman, board of regents, University of Texas 
System; DeLoss Dodds, men’s athletic director, 
University of Texas at Austin; and Mike Garcia, 
offensive guard, Kasey Studdard, offensive guard, 
Neale Tweedie, tight end, David Thomas, tight 
end, and Will Allen, offensive guard, University 
of Texas at Austin football team. 

Statement on the Anniversary of the 
Death of Former Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon 
February 14, 2006 

One year ago today, former Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri was assassinated. 
Mr. Hariri was a great Lebanese patriot who 
worked to rebuild a free, independent, and 
prosperous Lebanon after years of brutal civil 
war. Our thoughts are with the people of 
Lebanon as they mark this anniversary. 

Lebanon has continued to make progress 
in the year since Mr. Hariri’s murder, thanks 
to the foundation of freedom he laid and the 
determination of the Lebanese people. Leb-
anon has conducted a free and fair par-
liamentary election and begun economic re-
forms. Great challenges remain, and the 
United States will continue to stand with the 
people of Lebanon as they strive to build a 
free and democratic future. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report by the 
National Science Board 
February 14, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with 42 U.S.C. 1863(j)(1), I 

transmit herewith a report prepared for the 
Congress and the Administration by the Na-
tional Science Board entitled, ‘‘Science and 
Engineering Indicators—2006.’’ This report 
represents the seventeenth in the series ex-
amining key aspects of the status of science 
and engineering in the United States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 14, 2006. 

Remarks on Health Care in Dublin, 
Ohio 
February 15, 2006 

Thanks for coming. Please be seated. Jack, 
thanks for the introduction; thanks for letting 
us convert your lobby into a—[laughter]— 
place to come and visit. 

So I get on Air Force One this morning, 
I said, ‘‘Take me to Dublin’’—the guy heads 
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